THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

perfectly well that he was unpopular and on that account
encouraged and precipitated the abortive Communist
coup d'etat.

Consequently, the only thing which had any kind of
legality in these tragic moments was military authority, in
view of the faculties delegated to it by the declaration of
Martial Law. To this it might be objected that I was not
exactly the one to direct the rising against Negrin's
Government, but I can answer with absolute sincerity that
I was sure of my own powers of decision, but not of those
of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, and it was not a
moment to vacillate.

I have said enough to justify the postponement of what
we did, but I ought not to omit one or two other reasons. In
order to achieve anything as important as this was, it is an
elementary measure of precaution to estimate the strength
of forces for and against one, and on this occasion the
calculation produced very serious difficulties.

The political parties and syndicalist organisations
offered me their unconditional support, but it was not
possible to calculate the strength of this support since I
ought to confess that there was a good deal of indecision
and pre-occupation with the probable reactions of the
Communist Party, a party which, to a certain extent, had
the centres of authority in its hands.

The Communist Party, accustomed since the beginning
of the War to imposing its own opinions, would probably
adopt a rebellious attitude, and remembering that more
than seventy per cent of the military commands of the
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